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SERMON CXXXI. 


BY AMBROSE EDSON, 
BERLIN, CONNECTICUT. 


GOD’S CLAIMS, AND THE SINNER’S IMMEDIATE DUTY. 





1 Samvg., xv. 22.—Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey ia better than sacrifice ; Viinetiessicsireae ren 
Sat of rams. 


THE text may be regarded as clearly warranting the sentiment, 
that the performance of no external religious duty can merit the 
Divine approbation, while connected with allowed ee to 
a known and positive requirement. 

The truth of this position, in its application to the impenitent 
sinner, it is proposed to illustrate in the present discourse. The 
point of duty to which our attention will be ‘confined, is the im- 
mediate compliance, on the part of the smmer, with the terms of 
salvation. ThisGod authoritatively and unqualifiedly demands: _ 
demands of every individual, within the reach of the proclama- 
tion of mercy ; and until he does yield compliance, not-a’ single 
external religious duty, which he may perform, can merit the 
Divine approbation. In the elucidation of the subject it will be 
necessary to glance fora moment at the positive character of 
‘God’s claims on this point,—the amount, the reasonableness, and 
the pressing urgency of what he demands. 

The amount of what God demands of the simmer, as 4 condi- 
tion of salvation, may be expressed in one word, viz. LovE—su- 
preme love to God. This is the fulfilling of the law, and seeures 
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a compliance with the terms of the gospel. Although love is 
not the only exercise necessary to salvation, still.it is the foun- 
“dation of all the rest. ‘The sinner who loves God will repent 
of sin, and rest his whole expectation of salvation upon the 
ni¢rits of a once crucified, but risen and reigning Savior. ‘This 
constitutes a compliance with the terms of mercy—of life. And 
this is the amount which God demands of every sinner. 

The reasonableness of this demand is obvious. The claim 
which God made upon man in innocence, was, “ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.” ‘This has never been 
repealed, and is therefore binding upon every child of Adam. 
The fact that he can never be justified by the deeds of the law, 
having been guilty of transgression, and fallen under the curse, 
does not prove that the law ceases to hold its claims over the 
sinner. Nor does the fact, that men have transgressed the di- 
vine law free them from obligation to yield obedience, any more 
than the transgression of human law frees the transgressor from its 
claims, or gives him a right to disregard it. If, then, Ged ever 
demanded the supreme love of his intelligent creatures, he de- 
‘mands it still; and as God demands, so he deserves their supreme 
love. And he deserves it, no less after they have rebelled 
against him than before. No. act of his creatures can ever 
affect God’s character, or make him unworthy their eternal love 
and gratitude. If, then, God has not repealed his law requiring 
supreme love, and-if rebellion can never free men from their 
obligations, and if God is still deserving of love, his claim surely 
is a reasonable one. 

Such being the amount and reasonableness of .what God 
claims as a condition of salvation; we have only to advert, im 
one word, to the pressing urgency of his claims. “He Now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” This exercise 
implies the existence of every other which is demanded. It is 
the giving up of the controversy which the sinner is waging 
with the claims of his Maker. It is a practical acknowledg- 
ment that God is right, and the sinner wrong—totally and entirely 
- Wrong——that the whole blame for suv is on himself; for it is the 
voluitary withholding from God of that which was his due ; 
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which he might, and which he ought to have yielded, and theré- 
fore is the violation of obligation, fur which he is neither able 
nor willing to make any excuse, or offer any justification. The 
‘language of his prayer is the language of his heart, God be merei- 
fulto mea sinner. To this point God demands that every sin- 
ner should come as a matter of present duty, to be performed 
“Now,” without a single moment’s delay. It cannot be post- 
poned, but at a fearful hazard. Every accent of mercy and of 
wrath which comes from the throne of the Eternal, is giving force 
to the impressive affirmation, “Now is the accepted time; be- 
hold! .wow is the day of salvation.” Then, 


“ Hasten, O sinner, to be blest, 
And stay not for the morrow’s sun ; 
For fear the curse should thee arrest, 
Before the morrow is begun.” 


Into this precious hour of mercy, God is pressing concerns of 
everlasting importance, and calling upon you for a decision, that 
-will take hold on eternal bliss, if you will yield to his demands ; 
but which may he connected with the hopeless, ceaseless wail- 
ings of the damned, if you refuse! Repentance is your first 
duty. God demands it “now.” Nothing can be made a sub- 
stitute for this. The performance of no external religious duties 
can merit the Divine approbation, while you refuse to come to 
this point, and repent. This is the point to be illustrated and 
established, 
1. I remark then, in the first place, that the very character 
of such services forbids the idea that God can look upon them 
with approbation. The individuals in question have transgressed 
God’s law,—have taken up arms of rebellion against their right- 
ful Sovereign, who has offered pardon upon condition of their 
laying down their weapons, in token of their submission to his 
authority, and sorrow for their past conduct; but this they 
refuse to do. They are unwilling to make any such concession. 
They are willing to return to God, if he will permit it, without 
any allusion to their rebellion, or their guilt,—and. without any 
expressions of sorrow for the past,—and this is a spirit ef justi- 
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fication of their sins, which must draw down the displeasure of 4 
holy God. If the feelings and motives with which an external 
act is performed, may be justly regarded, as giving character to 
that act; if, on this principle, we should detest an act of 
outward respect and attachment, which we knew to be accom-. 
panied by the very opposite of these feelings ;—how must God 
regard the external acts of religious worship, offered by impen- 
itent-men, when the whole current of their feelings is in direct 
hostility to him and his government? I do not overstate this 
point. The individuals in question are sinners ;—sin is a trans- 
gression of law—a deliberate and voluntary violation of what 
was known, or what might have been known, to be obligation. 
It is therefore rebellion, direct and open. This is the stand 
against God’s government, which every sinner takes ; and which 
he maintains, until, in penitence, he lays down his arms. His 
acts of professed reverence and worship, then, express the rev- 
erence and homage of a rebel to his injured Lord; and of one, 
too, who still refuses submission to that authority against which 
he has arrayed himself! Is not this insulting God to his very 
face? Is it not adding mockery to rebellion He may con- 
Jess his sins, but he has no penitence for them ;—may pray for 
pardon, but why should pardon for rebellion be. bestowed upon 
an individual while that very rebellion is persisted in,—with no 
repentance for the past? I ask, what must be the character of the 
pretended prayers, or any of the external religious services of 
such aman? Does he not carry about with him the spirit and 
temper which must totally unfit him for any thing, and every 
thing, which could be considered as really obeying God, until 
his breast is melted down in penitence for his sins? Until 
he comes to this point, no matter in what his hands or his mouth 
may We concerned, the wrath of a holy God is over him, and 
cannot be bribed or averted. He must repent or perish. 

2. But it may be remarked again, that these external religious 
services of impenitent men, have in their nature no tendency to 
produce piety. Iam perfectly aware that a different sentiment 
has been propagated, but I fully believe it to be false in fact, and 
most fatally ruinous in its consequences. Look, dear hearers, 
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for one moment, at this subject. ‘The external religious services 
of wicked men are sinful,—they are a solemn mockery in the 
very presence of a holy God! Is there any tendency in such 
acts to-produce holiness !—any tendency in sin to produce real 
love to God? And if so, how strong is this tendency? Is it at 
all proportioned to the heinousness, the turpitude of the act? 
We all feel justified in detesting the conduct and character of 
that man who comes to us under the guise of respect and friend- 
ship, when we know that his professions are lip-service merely, 
and in direct opposition to the feelings of his heart. The 
greater the profession, the more barefaced would be the hypoc- 
risy, and the more abominable the conduct of that individual in: 
our estimation, until his feelings should be made to correspond. 
with what he professed. It is upon this very prineiple that we. 
hear God asserting in his word, that “ the. sacrifices of the 
wicked are an abomination to the Lord.” He had required 
sacrifices to be offered under the former dispensation, but he. 
had never given any encouragement to the supposition that 
either that or any other duty could be performed to his accept- 
ance with an impenitent heart. The sacrifices of the. former: 
dispensation were acts of religious worship, and were designed 
to answer the same general object that is designed by the reli- 
gious duties of the Christian under our own more favored dis- 
pensation. In this view of the subject, listen again to the declara-. 
tion from heaven——“ The sacrifices of the wicked are,” not merely: 
sinful, but “an asomination to the Lord.” I would that this 
solemn truth might ring in the ear of every impenitent man in. 
Christendom, until he should be driven from. his refuge: of lies. 
to seek shelter in the ark of safety. And I ask, how great can. 
be the tendency in the external religious services of impenitent 
men to produce piety, when they are an abomination in the sight 
of God? Were there any tendency to such a result, it is obvi-. 
ous that the longer a person should continue to resist God’s 
claims to repent, the nearer to holiness he would approximate, 
provided merely his hands and his lips were moved as God re- 
quired! Let this be done, and then the longer he should stand. 
out in impenitence and rebellion against God’s demand to repent 
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Now, the more like a Christian must he become! If the sat- 
rifices of the wicked are abomination"to the Lord, do they’ 
cease to be so by being repeated three, five, or ten times a day? 
and do they become less and less offensive by every subsequent 
repetition? ‘What was ‘the fact in relation to the seribes and 
Pharisees? They were the most punctilious in the performance 
of the external duties of religion, and what was the tendency 
of this course? Did they come nearer and nearer to the point 
of penitence and holiness !—become more and more like God? 
The Son of God himself compares them to whited sEPULCHRES. 
What a representation to describe the holy tendency of religious 
duties performed by impenitent men! Can there be any sueh 
tendency in that which is insulting to a holy God, and at war with 
his claims and his character? Is not obedience better than sacri- 
fice? I say not that a person will not become a Christian—that 
he is placed beyond the reach of hope or mercy, who lives in 
the performance of the external duties of religion. But I do 
say, that these external services, when performed in impenitence, 
are sinful, are an abomination to God, and therefore have no tend- 
ency to produce holiness. I will now go still farther, and remark, 
3. That God himself has stamped the seal of reprobation 
upon such services. “'To what purpose is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt-offer- 
ings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts ; and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath required this at «your hands to tread 
my courts? Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an abomi- 
nation unto me; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of 
assemblies, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even the solemn 
meeting, Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth; they are a trouble to me; I am weary to bear them. 
And when ye spread forth your hands I will hide mine eyes 
from you; yea, when ye make many prayers I will not hear.” 
(isa. i. 11+15.) This is God’s testimony relative to his own 
views and feelings of the very subject under consideration. He 
had required these duties to be performed, but with feelings di- 
rectly the reverse of those possessed by the persons here ad- 





GoD’s CLAIMS, AND TITB SINNER’S DUTY. 55 


dressed. While their hearts were not right in the sight of God, 
and they were rolling sin as a sweet morsel under their tongues, 
and were refusing to repent of and forsake it, they could not 
more direetly insult the Most High than by this round of mock 
services, which he condemns in the most unqualified manner. “’T'o 
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices?” -What val- 
uable end can they possibly answer? * Who hath required this 
at your hands, to tread my courts” with the feelings and char- 
acter which you bring? “Bring no more vain oblations.” 
Mark the prohibition. “ Oblations” of a different kind God de- 
manded ; but these were “vain,” or sinful, and would not, and 
could not be tolerated. “Bring no more,” therefore, says God, 
—not a single one. “Incense is an abomination unto me,” “it 
is iniquity, even the solemn meeting!” “And when ye-spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye 
make many prayers, | will not hear.” 

I repeat it, this is God’s testimony,—this is God’s representa- 
tion; not indeed the whole of what he has said upon the sub- 
ject, but barely a specimen of his views, and of the light in which 
he regards the external religious services of impenitent men. 
Is there not, then, the most unequivocal proof that God can never 
look upon them with approbation, while they continue to stand out 
in rebellion, and in their refusal to repent and turn to the Lord ? 
This he demands as their first duty ; he “now commands all men 
everywhere to repent ;” and until they comply, they are trea- 
suring up wrath against the day of wrath. ‘They may maintain 
an external deportment as irreproachable, and perform the ex- 
ternal duties of religion with as much punctiliousness, as the 
scribes and Pharisees, and yet be nothing better than whited 
sepulchres, beautiful indeed outward, but in the sight of God 
SEPULCHRES still. What a humiliating view does this give us 
of the boasted goodness of the very best of the ungodly. They 
may go through with the whole catalogue of the external duties 
of the Christian without a particle of piety, and while the wrath 
of a holy God is still following them; and’ this can never be 
averted by any of these external compliances. God demands 
“a broken and contrite heart” for sin. With nothing short of 
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this will he be satisfied. “To obey is better than sacrifice.” 
Nay more, while the sinner refuses to come to this point, in the 
performance of every one of these external duties he is commit- 
ting sin enough to sink the soul to everlasting perdition. 

But the question is here asked, by way of objection to the 
view presented in the preceding pages, ‘ May not the sinner 
who has no religion use the means to obtain it? Shall he be 
eut off entirely from attending to those things which are neces- 
sary to his becoming a Christian ? 

Before replying directly, a word may be necessary respecting 
the vague and confused ideas relative to this subject. People 
are very often heard to speak of religion, and of obtaining it, as 
though it were some external object, into the possession of 
which they might come as they would into that of a farm or a 
treasure. But what is RELIGION, divested of all the mist and 
fog that. have been made to envelop it? It is simply loving 
God with all the heart. It has already been observed, that this 
love will be connected with repentance for sin, faith in the 
Lord Jesus, and all the Christian graces. It may be added, in 
one word, that this love will secure unhesitating obedience to 
the requirements of God, so far as they are known. Loving 
and serving God, then, make up the whole of religion. But as 
love is the main-spring of the whole, and lays the foundation for 
the existence of all that God requires, it is appropriately not 
only the fulfilling of the law, but the sum and substance of a come 
pliance with the gospel. This, then, is RELIGION, viz, loving 
God supremely. It is this that constitutes a person a Christian, 
The question, then, whether a person destitute of religion should 
not use the means to obtain it, amounts to nothing more or less 
than this, whether a person, who has no love to God should not 
use the means to love Him? But what means to love can be 
used, but loving ?—but putting forth the very exercise which God 
demands with those faculties which He has given us? And 
how long need the sinner wait to do this? and what round of 
external services is it necessary to perform, before he can com- 
ply with this simple requirement of Jehovah, to love him sue 
premely? This is religion—the only religion that will save the 
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soul,—the religion which God demands that the sinner should 
now possess. “ To obey is better than sacrifice,”—better than any 
external service which he can render while he refuses to com- 
ply ; nay more, every such mere external service is an abomina- 
tion in the sight of God. Are any of these external duties to be 
performed in this manner as the means of obtaining religion, 
when religion consists simply in loving God with all the heart, 
and the obedience connected with this love? Must a sinner 
perform a “ quarantine” of abominations before he can put forth 
the love which God demands? and are these abominations to 
be dignified with the appellation of the necessary means of reli- 
gion? But the sinner is not doomed to remain impenitent for a 
single moment for the purpose of insulting God in any mack 
service of religion. Nor is there any necessity of any such 
service as a preparation to his loving God with all the heart, 
and repenting of sin. He may drop the weapons of his rebel- 
lion this very moment, and fall at the feet of mercy with a 
broken and penitent heart for his sins,—enough already, with- 
out adding to the number by a few more impenitent services, 
God demands this surrender ; with nothing short of this will he 
or can he be satisfied. “To obey is better than sacrifice.” 

But the sinner is still ready to inquire, ‘May I not do some- 
thing as a preparation for repentance?” And what will you do 
as a preparation ?—continue to sin still longer? Suppose a child 
should ask if he might not do something as a preparation for 
being sorry that he had disobeyed the reasonable command of a 
parent? What would you think of such a question, but that 
he wished to evade a duty so reasonable, and yet wanted some 
pretence that had the appearance of plausibility, to urge in exten- 
uation for not at once sorrowing as his conduct demanded? And 
are you, fellow-sinner, more consistent? Why not come to the 
point now, as God, in the most unqualified terms, demands? 
God has given you no liberty to delay this work for a single 
hour or moment; and will you take the liberty? The only 
preparation to repent which you need, is to know that you have 
offended God by your sins. This you know already. Will 
you wait jhen? will you take another step nearer the wailings 
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of the damned, before your heart break, and you kneel down 
in penitence for your guilt? O, sinner, beware of any plea that 
shall only serve to aggravate your guilt, and quiet your conscience 
in the pathway to death! Do you expect to soften down your 
heart by any round of external services, while you remain im- 
penitent? But you never have and never can perform one of 
these duties as God requires, without penitence ; and he will 
frown upon every impenitent effort. 

But the question is still agitated, ‘If this be the light in which the 
sinner is to be regarded who gives’his attention to the external 
duties of religion; if he is to be condemned for every impeni- 
tent effort to perform them, shall he neglect these duties?’ I 
reply, if God has given him liberty to do it, he may; but if 
he has not given him the liberty, he may not take it. ‘To sup- 
pose that he is excused for the nonperformance of any of 
the external duties of religion, on the ground that he has no 
penitence for his sin, would be to suppose that a positive diso- 
bedience in any particular would be an excuse for neglecting a 
plain commanded duty in another,—that sin would be an excuse 
or justification of sin. 

But the sinner is not justified in neglecting any duty which 
God demands. Osepience must be written upon the whole 
history of his outward acts, as well as upon the feelings of the 
heart. Not a single external duty may be dispensed with.! But 
the manner in which they must be performed is obvious; not with 
an impenitent heart, and an aversion to God’s character; but 
with penitence for sin and love to his character. No external 
duty is performed as he requires, unless performed in this man- 
ner. Otherwise it is sin, as positively as any transgression, in 
the whole history of the sinnex’s rebellion ; and not merely sin, 
‘but sin of a most offensive character ; it is “ aBomINATION.” 

Say not, then, fellow-sinner, that this discourse countenances- 
the neglect of any of the external duties of religion. What God 
requires of any Christian, he requires of you,—and requires of 
you now. You cannot neglect one of these duties, without in- 
curring guilé ; and you cannot perform them aright, without peni- 
tence for sin, and love to the character ef God. This is the 
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reason why, on God’s authority, I have been urging you to imme- 
diate repentance. God demands it unconditionally,—and it is 
absolately neceesary to the right, or even acceptable perform- 
ance of any external duty; and until you do repent, every such 
service will be abomination in the sight of God; and for it you 
will deserve the everlasting perdition of the ungodly. But-are 
you excused from these external duties, because you hate God’s 
eharacter and requirements, and love your sins? Present this 
plea at the bar of God, if you can open your mouth for such & 
purpose, and see whether the lightnings of his wrath will not 
send a thrill of agony through your soul, unfelt before! ‘Tell 
him, that the fact of your hating him exempted you from all 
obligation to perform any external duty which he demanded! 
Dare you think of such a plea? Can you do it without wither- 
ing all your hopes for eternity? If reading the word of God, 
prayer, and an attendance upon the instituted means of grace, 
ate the duties of any one, they are the duties which you are 
bound to perform, and perform without delay,—and perform 
them, too, in a penitent believing manner. This is necessary to 
prevent them from being an abomination in his sight. Is there, 
then, any thing in this subject that is adapted to justify a neglect 
of any known duty? I repeat it, you are under obligation to - 
perform every external duty which God has demanded,—to per- 

form it now,—and to perform it with the very penitence and love 

and faith which have been urged in this discourse. Do this, and 

you will be accepted,—refuse, and you do it at your own hazard, 

and must meet the consequences. 

But perhaps the sinner is ready to inquire, What must I do? 
The Bible informs you,—repent as God requires, and love him 
with all the heart. ‘But may I not defer repentance at all? 
God “ now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” ‘ But if 
I should not repent now, will it not make some amends if I per- 
form the external duties of religion? “'fhe sacrifices of the 
wicked are an abomination to the Lord.” “ When ye come to_ 
appear before me, who hath required this at your hands to tread 
my courts? Bring no more vain oblations ; incense is an abom- 
ination to me ; the new moons, and sabbaths, and calling of as- 





60 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


semblies, I cannot away with.’ It is iniquity, even the solemn 
mecting! And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide, 
mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear.” 

If you:find fault with this, fellow-sinners, you find fault with 
God’s own representation of the very subject under consideration, 
He has stamped the seal of reprobation upon every external 
religious service, in which you engage, without penitence for 
your sins and love for his character and requirements. But you 
ask, ‘May I not pray? God replies, “He that turneth away 
his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be an abomi- 
nation.” ‘Then I will not pray, if I am to. be condemned for 
it.’ But, “the ploughing of the wicked is sin.” . ‘Then I will, 
not plough,—I will neglect my worldly affairs.’ But God replies, 
“‘the thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord,” 
‘Then I will not-——speak it out, fellow-sinner, if you will. 
Tell God that if he condemns you for thinking, you will not 
think! ‘This is a specimen only of the controversy which the 
sinner is carrying on with his Bible andhis God! He starts in the 
wrong direction, and for every step he takes he is condemned. And 
while God urges and expostulates, “ Turn ye, turn ye, for why 
will ye die?” the sinner wages a still more determined war with 
reason, and conscience, and his Maker; and treads with longer 
and more rapid strides, the way to death. Nay more, he has 
determined, in the face of all the light of truth, and the pressure 
of obligation, to trample upon every command of Jehovah ! 

But stop, fellow-sinners, for one moment, and look calmly at 
the reason why you have purposed to discard and neglect the 
external duties of religion. It is because God will not accept 
them, performed in impenitence, and with hearts opposed to his 
character and requirements. He demands your supreme affec- 
tion, and you will not yield it; he requires of you immediate 
repentance for sin, and you are determined to roll it still as a 
sweet morsel under your tongues. And while this is the fact, 
you take the attitude of open rebels against him and his govern- 
ment: and because he will not patronise, will not approve of your 
rebellion, you have deliberately determined To sreT EVERY COM>. 
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MAND AND OBLIGATION OF JEHOVAH AT DEFIANCE! But have you 
counted the cost of taking such a step? Have you weighed well 
the fearful consequences which it must involve? Are you pre- 
pared tomeetthem? “Let the potsherds strive with the potsherds 
of the earth; but wo UNTO HIM THAT STRIVETH WITH HIs Maker!” 

The subject to which our attention has been called, suggests, 
in conclusion, several important practical remarks :— 

1. We may learn from our subject, that those who are giving 
their attendance upon the external duties of religion, under ‘the 
apprehension that they are doing all in their power, and all that 
God demands of them, as a compliance with the terms of the 
gospel, are deluded. 

They have not yet taken the first step towards a compliance 
with God’s demands. He requires the supreme affection of their 
hearts, and they give it to the world, to self, to sin. He demands 
repentance for their sin, and they refuse to repent; and substitute 
reading the Bible, attendance upon a preached word, and pro- 
fessed prayer. Nay, they may go through with the whole circle 
of Christian duties, so far as the external performance is con- 
cerned, and yet not take a single step towards obeying God,— 
towards a compliance with his requirements,—do nothing but 
what is abomination in the sight of God. It is a question which 
ought to be pondered by every sinner in this condition, and taking 
this course, whether a holy God will be likely to bear long with 
such a system of solemn mockery? Is it safe, (after being fully 
enlightened on the subject,) to repeat the insults which have been 
offered to him who has testified his abhorrence of these heartless 
services? O, “ bring no more vain oblations.” For you may 
have reached the last point of endurance, when God shall say, 
“Cur ir Down !” 3 

But do you stil] ask, what you shall do? God has already 
told you— To obey is better than sacrifice.” “ He now com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to repent”; now, Now, is the day 
of salvation! Will you then drop the weapons of your rebel- 
lion, and now submit to the terms of mercy? If you ask whether 
‘you shall neglect the°external duties of religion? I reply, 
not one of them for one moment. But perform them with 
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a penitent, broken, contrite heart, and with love to the character 
of God. Do this and you are a Christian. He demands this re- 
pentance now, and that this penitence should attend the perform- 
ance of every external religious duty,—not one of which may 
be dispensed with. But the inquiry is still urged, ‘ Should I not 
repent now, am I authorized in neglecting these external duties 
until I do repent ?” God has given you no liberty, fellow-sinner, 
to neglect either repentance or any other duty for a single hour ; 
and if you take the liberty, you do it at your own risk ; and as- 
sume a responsibility that might well make an angel tremble. 

. But the question is still propounded, by way of objection to 
the view here presented— Is not the sinner more likely to become 
a Christian in an attendance upon the external duties of religion, 
than in a neglect of these? I remark, in reply, that I am not 
authorized to recommend rebellion in any shape; or to say that 
one course of disobedience and rebellion is better adapted or 
more likely to make a person a Christian, than another. God 
condemns every species of this, and I dare not do otherwise. I 
know not what tendency there is in sin, in any form, to make a 
person a Christian,—to make him love God. The sinner has 
rebelled against the authority and government of Jehovah. God 
requires him to repent of this ; he refuses; and while under this 
refusal, he wishes to know which is the most likely way to be- 
come a Christian, to insult God by a mock-service of religion ; 
or to set every command of Jehovah at defiance! Sinner, I put 
the question back to you, is there any BETTER about it?!— 
with such a phalanx of truth by the side of your conscience— 
and the whole of this resisted, can you feel that your prospects 
are brightening; that there is any thing very flattering before 
you? If you are solicitous about the course in which you will 
be most likely to become a Christian, and are willing to take it ; 
it is, repent, and do it now. I dare not. give any other direc- 
tion, or encouragement in any other course. There is no other 
way in which you can become a Christian—defer it as you may. 
You must come to this point—repent of sin, because committed 
against a holy God. Will you speculate about your being likely 
to become a Christian, while you defer this, in any course of sin 
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which you may take? Is there not a fearful probability against 
you, if you defer it for one hour? Are you sure that God will 
not, within this very hour, strike the blow-that will at once dis- 
solve your connexion with time ?—or, what is still more awful, 
* depart from you” for ever? Dismiss encouragement, then, from 
procrastination, for any purpose ; and while you are making up 
your decision whether you will repent Now, bear in mind that it 
may be your last decision on the subject—may be the turning 
point in the history of your being, and seal your eternal destina- 
tion! I appeal to your conscience then, is there any other than 
one course that is sare !—viz: IMMEDIATE compliance with the 
terms of mercy? 

2. The subject to which our attention has been called shows | 
us the proper answer to be given to the momentous inquiry, 
wHaT Must I po To BE SAVED? 

If the view which has now been presented be founded in truth, 
that individual assumes a fearful responsibility, who attempts to 
guide inquiring sinners in the way to heaven. Let.the attention 
of the sinner be turned off from the single point of God's claim, 
and his duty, as a subject on hand, to be attended to now, as the 
turning point in his history ; to any thing else in the universe 
that can be made a substitute for that compliance, or an excuse 
for deferring it a single moment—and so long, at least, he will 
not come to the point of repentance and submission. On this 
subject, while so much simplicity and directness characterizes 
the answer which the Bible gives to the important inquiry, “ What 
must I do?” it is amazing, that such a widely different course 
should have been pursued by any real friend of God !—by any 
real Christian ! 

Brethren, have we not cause for solicitude, lest. the blood of 
some souls shall be found in our skirts, in consequence of the loose 
instruction given them at the most interesting moment of their 
existence, when the Spirit of God had brought them to the most 
solemn inquiry which they ever made? Were they encouraged 
to substitute any thing for immediate repentance, and an uncon- 
ditional surrender of themselves into the hands of that God 
whom they had offended? that instruction may have exerted 
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an influence to oceasion the loss of souls for eternity! The 
Bible is a plain, a safe guide. Shall it not be followed ? 

3. But I remark, once more, and finally, that every —_— 
sinner has cause for the deepest solicitude. 

He will not perish because he could not have been saved. 
The provisions of grace are abundant, and are offered freely to - 
all ; not a single sinner therefore need perish. He cannot plead 
ignorance in excuse, if he has had his being in a Christian land. 
Especially the individuals whom I now address, have known their 
duty,—they have been urged again and again to make their 
peace with God without delay, and comply with the terms of 
mercy ; they have been assured to-day that “the wrath of God 
abideth on them,” and cannot be averted by any external religious 
services, while their hearts are not right in the sight of God; 
while they refuse to repent of sin, and give their Maker the 
supreme affection of their hearts. If what has been exhibited 
be the truth, your condition is fearfully alarming. There is but 
one way in which peace or safety can be obtained ; and every 
moment's delay is jeoparding the interests of your precious souls. 
God now commands you to repent. Will you do it? Will you 
do it as the first thing ~—will you do it now? O, decide the 
question in view of that day, when I shall meet you again, before 
the eternal Judge. Dower 1r Now; or God may take the deci« 
sion out of your hands ; for 


“ Mercy knows th’ appointed bound,— 
And turns to vengeance there !” 





